35O                        THE MAYORS

"At first view, it struck us that the measure would in-
volve extraordinary hardship and loss, but since we have
seen the practical execution of it, so far as it had pro-
gressedj and the individual condition of many people, and
heard their statements as to the inconveniences, loss, and
suffering attending it, we are satisfied that it will involve,
in the aggregate, consequences appalling and heartrend-
ing.

" We know your mind and time are constantly occupied
with the duties of your command, which almost deters us
from asking your attention to this matter ; but thought it
might be that you had not considered the subject in all its
awful consequences, and that' on more- reflection you, we
hope, would not make this people an exception to all man-
kind, for we know of no such instance ever having occurred ;
surely none such in the. United States ; and what has this
helpless people done that they should be driven from their
homes, to wander as strangers, outcasts, and exiles, and to
subsist on charity?"

To this Sherman replied at considerable length, in ex-
plicit and unmistakable terms. He had, he said, read their
appeal carefully and he gave full credit to their statements
of the distress that was about to be caused to the people of
Atlanta. But there were grealer issues involved than the
personal comfort and welfare of these people. He said :

"I cannot revoke my order. I have to prepare for
a future struggle in which millions, yea, hundreds of
good people outside of Atlanta have a deep interest.
We must have peace, not only in* Atlanta, but in all
America. To have'peace, the Rebel armies must be de-
feated. To defeat them, we must reach them in their
recesses. My military plans make it necessary for the in-
habitants to go away, and I can only renew my offer ofto Nashville, to deal with him,wooded hilletent andhat at first it disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
